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1997,	Rolf	Löther	discovered	 that	 the	 term	‘bioethics’	was	not	 for	 the	first	
















on	animals	cloning	or	new	agricultural	 technologies	 is	 required,	a	working	
subgroup	would	consist	of	an	expert	 in	ethical	 issues,	 in	 law	 issues	and	 in	
such	engineering	technology.	The	basic	principles	of	the	Group’s	operation	
are	 human	 dignity	 and	 justice,	 precisely	 intergenerational	 justice	 (equity),	
said	Prof.	Virt.






















proaching	 the	 issue	 from	 the	philosophical	 point	 of	 view,	he	 firstly	distin-
guished	between	two	principles	as	guidelines	of	the	two	epochs	–	the	Bacon’s	
imperative	to	control	nature	and	the	bioethical	imperative	to	preserve	nature.	




that	 the	so-called	 theoretical	absolutism,	which	caused	species	 levelling,	 is	
unsustainable.	
Species	levelling,	holds	Čović,	has	prevailed	in	contemporary	animal	ethics	
discussions,	 being	detectable	 in	 two	versions,	 namely	 in	 the	Aesopian	 ap-














natural	 community);	 however,	 considering	 a	moral	 community,	 this	 is	 not	
the	case.	The	latter	community	indeed	does	give	foundation	to	man’s	juridi-
cal	and	political	responsibility	towards	animals.	Concerning	this	fact,	Čović	
referred	to	the	Lošinj Declaration of Biotic Sovereignty,	signed	on	16	June	
























lecture	was	 given	 by	Prof.	Tajana	Krička,	 Ph.D.,	Dean	 of	 the	Agricultural	
Faculty,	at	 the	Zagreb	University.	The	addressed	 topic	corresponded	 to	Dr.	
Krička’s	specialty;	she	is	an	expert	in	the	field	of	natural	science:	“Agricul-






























chemistry,	 the	 author	 of	 two	 recently	 popular	 science	books	which	mostly	
tackle	agricultural	issues	and	the	health	risks	in	applied	chemistry.	The	topic	





























Department	 of	 Philosophy	 and	 Social	 Sciences	 at	 the	Teacher’s	 Education	
Faculty	of	the	Zagreb	University.	Prof.	Knezović,	who	got	her	first	degrees	































GMO-policies,	 when	 compared	 to	USA,	 Canada,	 Japan	 and	 other	 leading	
countries	in	GMO	production.	In	such	patents,	springing	out	of	ideas	support-
ing	the	GMO,	there	is	a	huge	risk	to	health,	biodiversity	and	the	balance	of	
ecosystem.	Namely,	the	central	problem	is	that	the	animate	and	the	inanimate	
is	being	treated	in	the	same	way.	However,	biology	is	much	more	complex	
than	technology,	Knezović	concluded.	After	this	very	last	lecture,	a	discus-
sion	started.
The	importance	of	this	bioethical	event	is	reflected	not	only	in	the	fact	that	
“man	must	eat”,	as	Prof.	Knezović	simply	said	in	her	opening	address,	but	
also	in	a	number	of	countries	from	which	the	participants	at	the	Conference	
came	(12	countries).	The	lectures	showed	a	direction	towards	which	a	respon-
sible	treatment	of	the	living	being	in	agriculture	should	go,	which	ought	to	
consider	biological,	medical,	economic	and	social/cultural	consequences	of	
the	actions.	In	a	“market-driven”	society	in	which	food	production	is	strongly	
motivated	not	only	by	a	basic	need	but	by	profit	of	biotechnological	mega-
companies,	its	management	is	administrated	by	a	market-driven	logic,	and	in	
this	way	it	is	hard	to	find	the	solutions	that	are	acceptable	to	all	parties.	This	
is,	however,	a	reason	more	to	look	after	such	solutions	through	integrative	and	
pluri-perspective	methods.	In	that	sense,	this	meeting	was	one	more	opportu-
nity	to	confirm	the	originality	of	the	European	bioethics.
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